
 

 

 

BUG HOTEL INFORMATION 

Filling the gaps 

You can attract beneficial insects and other creatures into your Bug Hotel. There are many different ways to fill the drawers, here 

are some suggestions. 

Dead wood 

Dead wood is essential for the larvae of wood-boring beetles, such as the stag beetle. It also supports many fungi, which help 

break down the woody material. Crevices under the bark hold centipedes and woodlice. 

Holes for solitary bees 

Hollow stems, such as old bamboo canes, or holes drilled into blocks of wood, make good nest sites for solitary bees. Holes of 

different diameters cater for different species. You place canes or hollow plant stems on one of the drawers.  

Straw and hay 

This provides many opportunities for invertebrates to burrow in and find safe hibernation sites.  

Dry leaves 

More homes for a variety of invertebrates; this mimics the litter on the forest floor. 

Loose bark 

Beetles, centipedes, spiders and woodlice all lurk beneath the decaying wood and bark. 

Toad hole 

Although frogs and toads need a pond to breed in, they can spend most of the year out of water. Stone and tiles provide the cool 

damp conditions they need. The centre of the bug hotel will provide a frost-free place during the winter. 

Crevices 

Many garden invertebrates need a safe place to hibernate in through the winter, and cracks and crevices in the bug hotel are ideal.  

Lacewing homes 

Lacewings and their larvae consume large numbers of aphids, as well as other garden pests. You can make a home for lacewings 

by rolling up a piece of corrugated cardboard and placing a piece of plastic over it such as an old lemonade bottle and placing in 

one of the drawers. 

Ladybirds 

Ladybirds and their larvae are champion aphid munchers. The adults hibernate over winter; they need dry sticks or leaves to hide 

in. 


